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Press release


Artists inspire urban transformation, 7 July - 7 October 2007

The Lost O: temporary artworks for Ashford

Artworks that include an orchestral flock of sheep, the reinvention of road signs and graffiti on the streets are part of The Lost O, a dynamic programme of temporary public art by international artists taking place in Ashford this July as the Tour de France passes through the town. 

The Lost O, funded by the Art Plus award scheme for Art in Public Places and the local Channel Corridor Partnership, has been created to celebrate Breaking Boundaries, an innovative scheme led by Kent County Council currently underway to replace Ashford’s one-way ring road with a pedestrian and motorist ‘Shared Space’.  

The Lost O – whose name alludes to the removal of the ring road – is curated by artist Michael Pinsky, who has selected the works to reflect the benefits of the principle of Shared Space, where pedestrians and traffic are given equal priority within a highway. 

Of the eleven selected artists, a number will make site-specific installations that look at the changes taking place in the town, the question of reclaiming space and the position of Ashford as a gateway to the Continent and beyond.  Some take a more lateral look at how to combine daily urban living with a sustainable transport system:

· Roadsworth, Bryony Graham, Michael Pinsky and Brad Downey manipulate the material of the street – tarmac, roadsigns, and billboards - to make humorous and subtle interventions.  

· Dan Griffiths turns the people behind the scheme – from the architects to the local councillors – into celebrities, by styling them as pop icons for billboard sites around the town.

· Akay + Peter build a vast paper ‘toy’ house, big enough to house a college.

· Thomson & Craighead bring the cliché of country life into the town by gathering sheep in the churchyard, whilst Simon Faithfull’s projected video work in the church spire reminds us of endless journeys on UK ring roads. 

· Performance works include Gary Stevens’ swarming mass of people and Olivier Leroi’s brigade of cyclists riding hybrid animal sculpture bicycles.

Reflecting Ashford’s international position as a bridge between Paris and London, the artists are from France, Norway, Canada, USA and the UK. 

For further information on Breaking Boundaries or The Lost O please contact Theresa Simon & Partners 020 7734 4800   theresa@theresasimon.com

Notes for Editors

The Lost O is itself a component of the Breaking Boundaries art programme for the ring road, devised and managed by art consultants RKL. Breaking Boundaries will redevelop a 1970s ring road around Ashford town centre using the principles of ‘Shared Space’. By Summer 2008, the road that currently drives an unsightly and noisy wedge between what should be quiet residential areas will be transformed into a two-way street, co-designed by artists and engineers. 

Kent County Council is taking the unprecedented step of removing the ring road in its present state, replacing it with a two-way ‘quality street’ jointly designed by sculptors, artists and engineers. Breaking Boundaries is financed primarily by the central government Department for Communities and Local Government. 

Art Plus is a competitive award scheme led by Arts Council England, South East and the South East England Development Agency (SEEDA) which seeks to improve our environment - whether streets, schools or other public spaces – by including the creativity of artists in their design.
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